BEFORE THE SOUTH CARQLINA STATE BOARD QF EDUCATION

I the Matter of the Suspension
of the Educator Cartificare of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Tanya Y. Yarbrough,

e T B e

Certificate 152003

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The South Caroling State Board of Education (State Board) consicersd
this matter on February 13, 2008, On April 10, 2007, the State Department
of Education (Department) sent Tonya Y. Yarbrough a notice of her -ight to a
hearing regarding the possible suspension of her South Carcling educator
certificate. Upan receipt of the notice, Ms. Yarbrough agreed to waive her
right ta a hearing and entered inte a repayment plan. The Department thean
sanl Ms, Yarbrough a repayment agreement. Ms. Yarbrough signad the
agresment on May 9, 2007, The signed repayment agreement and an inltal
payment of $L0C.00 were recaived by the Departrnent on May 12, 2007, On
June 18, 2007, Ms. Yarbrocugh made an additional payment of 510000, Gn
July 24, 2007, Ms. Yarbrough made ancther payment of 5100.00. Thereafter,
Ms. Yarbrough failed to comply with the terms of the repayment agreement.
Ms. Warbrough has not repaid the remaining balance of $850.00 which is now
past due. After considering the information presented, the State Board wvoted
to zuspend Ms. Yarbrough's certificate until sne repays the full amount owed
on her outstanding loan with the State of South Carolina obtained throuah
lhe Cenler lar Teacher Education, Recruitrment, Retenlion and Advancerment
(CEREAY,

FINDINGS OF FACT

Ms., Yarbrough helds a valid South Caroling educator certificate and
has ower ten years of teaching experence. On Movember 10, 2001, Ms,

Yarbrough signed a promissory note with the 5tate of Scuth Carclina to
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ohtain a loan of $2300 to pay for the costs of applving For certification from
the Mational Board fur Professional Teaching Standards (NEPTS). One of the
terms of that promissory note was that the loan recipient would oe obligated
to repay one half of the loan armount, $1150, if after participation in the
pracess for ane year, she did not continue or ortherwise successfully compeate
the process aof obtaining NBPTS certification. Under this term aof the
agreement, Ms. Yarbrough is now obligated to repay the outstanding amount
owed. CERRA and the Departmenl have senl several lellers o My, Yarbrough
informing her that the 21150 was dus and of the consequences for failing to
repay the amount due. After receiving notice of the possible suspension of
her educator certificate, M=, Yarbrough agreed to waive her right to a hearing
and entered into a repayment agreement. Ms. Yarbrough executed the
repaymant agreement on May %, 2007, Tho signed ropayment agroomaent
and an initial paymert of $100.00 were neogived by the Department on May
12, 2007. Ms. Yarbrough submitted a subsequent payment of $100.00 that
was rocecived by tho Department on June 18, 2007, On July 21, 2007, the
Copartment received an additional payvment of 5100.00 from M=, Yarbrough.
Thereafter, Mz, Yarbrough failed to comply with the terms of the repayment
agreemsant. Ms. Yarbrough has not repaid the remaining balance of $350.00

that is now past due.

COMCLUSTONS OF LAW

The State Board rmay suspend the certificate of any person for
unprofessiona conduct. 5.0, Code Ann. §5 59-25-150 and 180 (2004). The
State Goard finds that thers is sufficient information to support its decision to
siuspend Ms. Yarhrough's aducator certificate from the dske of this Order until
she has satisfied her remaining financial obligation to the State of Scuth
Cargling, as established in the promissory note referenced asove, Upon full
payment of the balance due, if Ms. Yarbrough wishes to have her certificate
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reinstated, she may make a writken request for reinstatement to the Office of
Educator Certlflcation of the Department of Education.

South Cal t = Bdard of Education
th,y:\_,,-_._

Al Sim pLor Chair

Columhia, South Caralina
February 13, 2008



